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Abstract: Animation complex (AC) is an original national concept of early childhood development that has been developing for more than 100 years. Nowadays, we mean AC as the first ontogenic social active behavior of a child aimed at communication with an adult. The transfer of AC research into the context of studying the psychology of persons who are blind is a new line of research. The paper presents the results of the research of animation complex in premature infants who are blind (BPIs). The research included expert analysis of video materials, showing the interaction between 23 mothers and their infants aged 3–12 months (7.74 ± 2.81) with stage 5 retinopathy of prematurity. The detectable phenomena were compared with the development of AC phenomena in children with normative development in the control group. In most infants who BPIs, AC does not become an initiative communicative act. This fact reflects significant distortion in the process of communication development of a child who is blind with a parent and creates risks for successful mental development. The specific character traits of maternal communicative behavior required for the development of AC in BPIs were determined as follows: setting a close distance between faces, using continuous complex stimulation with necessary tactile contact, repeating the stimuli, pauses, and supporting every sign of a child’s activity. The empirically substantiated conclusion is that the formation of AC in vision loss conditions requires the training of caregivers in special communicative actions allowing a child to detect the adult’s presence and his or her communication signals, display communicative activity, and gain successful experience in initiating contact. The implementation of special communicative actions by mothers of BPIs in daily situations of interaction with the child and care allows children who are blind to develop in accordance with the logic and patterns of ontogenesis of a typically developing child in a time frame comparable to the normative ones.
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